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* Wildfires are historically part of southern African landscape

* Fire season in southern Africa tend to coincides with
agricultural burning season

* Fire regime in southern Africa has generally shifted to the dry
season months’ preceding the rainfall season

* Controlled fire management before the rainy season through
early burning avoids out-of-control wildfires & protects, as well
as increases biodiversity

* Yet, numerous studies have also suggested detrimental effects
of regular annual burns on the landscape biodiversity and drive
landcover changes
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Annual fires in past 20 years
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Deforestation in southern Africa

The forest and wooded land areas in southern Africa are decreasing. From
2015 to 2020, the forest and wooded land areas decreased by 2 %, while from PR : : . .

1990 to 2020, they decreased by 7.5 % in the southern African region covering N AR S . - ¥ b F:;“
Angola, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. : ; 3 o !

While Angola has the largest forest and wooded land area of the six countries,
it lost the greatest percentage of its forest and wooded land between 1990
and 2020 with 16 %. 3

Angola South Africa
100 000 60000

.......... - 40000
S0 000 L____I ____]'_l -l' 20000
6 (] | 0

R S R
F&FLEPH P

Wooded Land
Botswana i ~ AR . . : : . S : 66%
30000 60 000

20000 et priwend b AL 4000 TR
10000 I I | 2000 B __ B ____.
0 0

$ & » P
FELES P

WAN A

BOTS

Namibia Zimbabwe

NAMIBIA

» & S o $ & S o &
K Gt g R i R G g

. Forest

s Other wooded land

- - =Llinear (Forest) - - ~-Linear (Other wooded land) wooded m{;g

18%

Fore:

Forest and Wooded Land Area in 2020
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Thank you for your
attention!
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