
Miombo Network Governance



Relauching the MN : 2010

What has been done?:

1. Review and refine a draft science plan.

2. Survey and  membership database (updated 
frequently).

3. Communication and information sharing (list server 
and FrameWeb)

4. Data training and dissemination

5. MN website: host by GOF-GOLD. 

6. Promote, design and develop of collaborative actions.

7. MN conference



2. Membership database 

• More than 100 people listed (MW countries, USA, 
UK, Portugal, Brasil, New Zealand, others).

• 60% are from research institutions, 26% from 
conservation NGOs and/or institutions, 8% from 
private sector and 4% from government 
institutions. 

=> good capacity for training and capacity building 
within the network.



2. Membership database

MN main interests:

• MW ecology (biodiversity, taxonomy, vegetation 
dynamics and nutrient cycling - 52%);

• LULCC and planning (32%);
• Global climate change (24%); 
• Fire ecology (20%); and
• MW management and silviculture (16%) 

• Cross cutting issues: 
– carbon dynamics and the REDD+ issues. 
– Use of remote sensing and GIS



2. Membership database
Focus of MN activities:

i) information and knowledge sharing, 
ii) collaborative applied research;
iii) flow of information to managers and decision-

makers; and 
iv) community engagement.   

Based on this agreement the vision of the MN 
should be oriented to conduct collaborative (applied) 
research and information and data sharing that leads to 
Informed Decision-making.



3. Communication and information sharing (mailing 
list and Frameweb)

• A mailing list was created (host by the 
University of Edinburgh , UK): 

miombo-network@mlist.is.ed.ac.uk

• Includes members from other networks 
(OSFAC, REDLATIFF, SAFNET)

mailto:miombo-network@mlist.is.ed.ac.uk






4. Data Training initiative –GOFC GOLD

USGS 

2nd half: Boston University

1st half:

• USGS data archive 
• Data collection
• Proposal development (START: $5K)

• Data analysis and interpretation
• LULCC  methods 



5. MN website: host by GOF-GOLD. 



7. Collaborative Research: 
SEOSAW (A socio-ecological observatory for the 

southern African woodlands)

SEOSAW will: 
• Collate and analyze the existing plot data for the region (>1000 

plots). This will be the first step in building a community of practice 
of scientists working to understand global change in the woodlands 
(WP1) 

• Analyze the regional variation in diversity, floristic composition, 
and functional traits of the woodland, its phylogenetic relationships 
and functional differences to other savannas (WP 2) 

• Develop measurement protocols and sampling strategies suitable 
for woodland ecosystems which capture the social use of 
woodlands as well as their ecological dynamics, and which are not 
biased towards ‘pristine’ areas (WP3). 

• Create a systematic measurement plan for the high quality 
permanent plots to assess the carbon balance of the region (WP4) 

=> BIOMASS, GEDI…biomass products 2019



• Challenges 2013-2016:

– The network works on a volunteer base

– Institutionalization is needed

– Engaging members 

– Proactivity of the members


